Our nation was founded 200 years ago to provide freedom
and opportunity for every single citizen, not just so individuals
can fulfill themselves, but also because our society as a whole needs
the full participation of every member.  We cannot do without the
tremendous talent of our handicapped people.  We cannot afford to
waste lives that could have been full and useful.  We cannot be
satisfied with maintaining dependence when independence is possible.
And above all, we cannot afford the cost in human suffering.

Over the past 200 years, we have lowered the barriers
that originally existed and brought many segments of our people
from full participation.  We must now bring down the barriers that
prevent handicapped Americans from full participation, for just as
all of us have benefitted from the increased participation of
minorities and women in the past two decades, all Americans will
benefit from the full participation of handicapped people in the
years to come.

We cannot rebuild our society overnight, but we can
make sure case by case, event by event, person by person, program
by program, that the right choices for the handicapped are made.
Working together, we can make certain that the 1980s will be the
decade in which the handicapped will at last enter and merge
completely with the mainstream of a wonderful American life.
(Applause.)

This will, of course, be of great benefit to you and
those whom you love and those whom you represent here in this
important meeting.  But the realization of the full potential of
the handicapped Americans will also be of great benefit to our nation.
Thank you very much.  I love you all.  (Applause.)
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